
 

Art, Culture & Heritage for Peace 
ARROWSA Reg 088-058 NPO  

 

On 4 June 2019 Dr Mary Lange, Nongcebo Ngcobo and Dr 
Lauren Dyll set out for Mpumalanga to conduct a prelimi-
nary field trip for the research project, “Marking memo-
ries: pre-industrial to contemporary, north of the Garib 
River and west of the Lembombo Mountains”. The project 
aims to operationalise indigenous knowledge systems in a 
diverse contemporary South African society by the inclu-
sion of diverse African languages, and comparisons of 
past through to present engravings found in two differ-
ent regions of South Africa.  

Engravings can be considered markings of identity. In or-
der to foreground the idea of living heritage and dynam-
ic identities an important component of the project is to 
document the multivocal, intercultural readings of the 
local rock engravings by members of a diverse research 
team that includes academics, local professionals 
(teachers and museum staff) and local community mem-
bers. Also of interest to the project are the ways in which 
people in Mashishing today, use markings for their per-
sonal or community identity. Interesting discussions em-
anated both from the teacher’s workshop facilitated by Dr 
Mary and the interviews Nongcebo conducted with 
Busisiwe Ngwane (a local teacher) and several museum 
staff. Nongcebo, who is supervised by Dr Lauren, is writing 
her Masters within the broader project. Her topic assess-
es the potentiality of participation within the Mashishing 
Marking Memories project from a culture-centered ap-
proach. 

JP Celliers, Lydenburg Museum curator, spent two days 
with Dr Mary, Nongcebo and Dr Lauren. They visited the 
museum itself, as well as the ‘Bokoni City’ that includes 
remnants of the Late Iron age stonewalled homesteads of 
the Koni people – a farming community who lived in Mpu-
malanga between 1500s- 1820s. They also did a recce of 

the Boomplaats Rocks Art site that reveals direct evidence of 
how the Late Iron Age Bokoni farmers lived and organised their 
living space – many engravings depict the typical Nguni settle-
ment patterns. Although the engravings’ authorship and sub-
ject matter is becoming clearer, its meanings and motivation 
for its creation remain poorly understood. Mary, Nongcebo 
and Dr Lauren are grateful to Lydenburg Museum staff for their 
warm hospitality and insightful couple of days.  

ARROWSA (Art a Resource for Reconciliation Over the World in 
South Africa): Art, Culture & Heritage for Peace (Reg 088-058 
NPO), is a registered voluntary non-profit peace organisation in 
South Africa that is affiliated to The Centre for Culture, Media 
and Society (CCMS), University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN), 
amongst other secondary and tertiary educational institu-
tions.  

The Marking Memories project is one of the projects that char-
acterises this research and community engagement partner-
ship. Dr Mary Lange is instrumental in the Mashishing project 
as an Arts, Culture and Heritage specialist, is the ARROWSA 
chairperson and is a CCMS Honorary lecturer. Dr Lauren Dyll is 
the project leader, senior lecturer at CCMS and is head of the 
research portfolio for ARROWSA.  
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Photo (L-R): Ngcobo , Celliers and Dr Mary speak to Busisiwe Ngwane about top-

ics of heritage in the school curriculum. This was at the Lydenburg museum.  
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